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expensive r61e to maintain, and her task was rendered
the more difficult by a series of epidemics which
ravaged the country, and by an appalling famine.
Her resources were exhausted, and her very inde-
pendence was threatened. The Great War left
Persia helpless and prostrate, and the apathy of the
Shah in her affairs caused the people to despair.
Iranian territory was occupied by foreign troops, the
treasury was empty, and the authority of the govern-
ment was practically nil. She was close to the
borders of Bolshevism, and it seemed almost inevitable,
unless the Great Powers intervened, that Iran would
fall into the net of the Soviet Union and become as
Turkestan and Bokhara.
It was at that moment that the traditional figure
appeared in Reza Shah, then known as Reza Khan.
That was in 1921, the turning-point in Iran's
modern history, and Reza Shah was then Minister
for War.
A quiet-spoken man, with an impressive figure,
Reza Shah Pahlavi is descended from one of the
oldest families in Iran, which has had its head-
quarters in the region of Safad-Kouh (Mazenderan)
from very ancient times. The inhabitants of this
region represent the purest stock of the Iranian race,
for they have always remained compact and have
consistently rejected contact with heterogeneous
strains. The people of Safad-Kouh have stood out
throughout the chequered history of Iran both for
their patriotism and the readiness with which they
were prepared to defend the national ideal. In all
of Iran's many vicissitudes^ the people of the region